ENGLISH                                   DECLARATION
in England for the cult of the          Almighty and the
Divine Caesar.   Hold fast to the law,        the spirit
care of Itself.
It was         a ground of abstract principle         Luther
had           his stand.   The controversy of
went to the very roots of philosophy.    But the
English mind reacts sluggishly to abstractions.   It
a concrete grievance to move John          to rise
mutiny*  And there happened to be a                of John
Bull    embodied   within   the   billowing   contours    of
Henry VIII.
It was not that the question of principle        any less
urgent in England than in Germany itself. But in
the mode of its expression was different;   it         not
formulated consciously 3 but boiled up gradually
the surface until it boiled over in a personal quarrel
For a long time the Roman connection had been an
irritant of what was now an uncompromising patriotism
in the most dynamic sections of the community, which
comprised the middle class interests of the townss and
particularly London. There was a latent but gradually
increasing tension between the laity and the ecclesiastical
authorities ; the Church was getting itself viewed more
and more in the light of an enormously rich corporation,
parasitic upon the life of the nation. Its money-making
activities were more in evidence than any spiritual
functions it performed, and were brought into the lime-
light by one or two unsavoury scandals that doubtless
were worked up for all they were worth.
But it would be a mistake to talk 35 if there were any
great or crying grievance. The Church was outwardly
stronger than ever. The greatest statesmen in the realm,
men like the Cardinal Prime Ministers^ Morton and
Wolsey, were drawn from her ranks. If one could arrange
for a few weeks' trip to the past* I do not think one
could do better than select a tour of England, conducted
if possible by the father of antiquaries, Leland, on the
veiy eve of the Reformation. One would be overwhelmed
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